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In compliance with the request of Secretary Sir George Grey, the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland 
desire me to state, for his information, the measures which they have taken for 
carrying into effect the recommendation of the Boundary Commissioners, as to 
the alteration of the limits of Unions and Electoral Divisions in Ireland. 

The First Report of the Boundary Commissioners, presented to Parliament 
early in the Session of 1849, furnished a general outline of the proposed new 
arrangements, and did not contain any specific recommendations of Boundaries, 
except as to the union of Ballina, and the recommendations as to that union 
were not considered to be final. The final recommendations as to Ballina were 
given in the Second Report of the Boundary Commissioners, bearing date 
10th September, and in their Third Report, dated 26th September, 1849; which 
Report likewise contained the proposed boundaries of the Skibbereen, Skull, 
Dmitry, Castletown, Dunmanway, Sligo, and Galway unions. 

The Fourth Boundary Report, containing the boundaries of the Bandon, 
Clonakilty, Westport, Ballinrobe, and Oughterard unions, bore date the 29th 
September, 1849. 

I he steps taken by the Poor Law Commissioners, in pursuance of these several 
Reports, were as follows : — 

On the 29th September they declared the new unions of Belmullet, Killala, 
Dromore West, and Castletown; and on the same date altered the Electoral 
Divisions of Ballina and Bantry unions ; on the 3rd October they declared the 
new unions of Skull and Clonakilty, and altered the Electoral Divisions of 
Skibbereen, Bandon, and Dunmanway unions; and on the 8th October they 
declared the new unions of Newport and Oughterard, and altered the Electoral 
Divisions of Westport union. 

These operations were all which the Commissioners could proceed with on 
receipt of the First, Second, Third, and Fourth Reports of the Boundary Commis- 
sioners, for although the new boundaries of the unions of Sligo, Ballinrobe, 
and Galway, and of their respective Electoral Divisions, were furnished in these 
Reports, it was impracticable for the Commissioners to act upon them until the 
recommendations as to certain projected new unions, which were intended to 
comprise portions of Sligo, Ballinrobe, and Galway unions, should be received. 

feteps were at once taken to procure sites for new workhouses in the several 
new unions then formed, and these arrangements are still in progress. In the 
mean time the administration of relief in the eight new unions was conducted 
for a few weeks by the justices qualified to act as ex officio guardians, according 
to the provisions of the 23rd section of 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56, until boards of 
guardians could be elected in the usual manner ; and this having been done, the 
administration of relief has proceeded in those unions as elsewhere, the Com- 
missioners having in all the cases, except that of Belmullet, which was already 
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provided with a separate workhouse establishment, allotted a portion of the 
workhouse room in the parent union to the service of each new union, under the 
provisions of the 3rd section of the 12 & 13 Viet. cap. 104.. 

The only practical difficulty which has arisen in the conduct of the affairs of 
these unions arose from the great pressure of the debts owing to the contractors 
and other private parties in the districts in which they were formed. 

To form the new union, a large number of townlands were separated from 
the old unions, in a state of debt which far exceeded the assets from outstanding 
rate, and those townlands could not legally carry with them any part of those 
funds, and were therefore dependent on external assistance, until the guardians 
could properly make new rates upon the Electoral Divisions formed from such 
townlands within the new union. This difficulty impeded for a time the for- 
mation of more new unions ; but the alterations of boundaries of electoral 
divisions have been proceeded in, as far as they could be, in pursuance of recom- 
mendations contained in the Fifth Boundary Report, dated 1st November; the 
Sixth Report, dated 1st December; and the Seventh Report, dated 1st January 
last; and in pursuance of the further information which the Commissioners 
obtained from the Boundary Commissioners for this purpose. Acting on the 
recommendations contained in those Reports, the Commissioners have altered 
the Electoral Divisions of Clifden, Donegal, Glenties, and Newcastle unions. 

Some inconvenience, however, lias in these cases been found to arise in the 
attempt to re-arrange the Electoral Divisions of separate unions, when the Com- 
missioners were not enabled at the same time to carry out the contemplated 
changes of boundaries in the adjoining unions. In considering the changes which 
have appeared to them to be required, the Boundary Commissioners have been 
frequently led to recommend the transference of single townlands from one union 
or electoral division to another; and in completing the arrangements proposed 
by them, a considerable number of such interchanges between adjacent unions 
will be effected. As all such changes involve an adjustment of the liabilities of 
all the townlands affected thereby, the Commissioners have found it necessary, 
while dealing with the cases of separate unions, to establish certain provisional 
arrangements, with a view to the avoidance of unnecessary trouble and expense ; 
they have felt, however, that much advantage would result from the simultaneous 
readjustment of the boundaries throughout a considerable area, by which the 
necessity for such provisional arrangement might be dispensed with. The Com- 
missioners have accordingly considered it exceedingly desirable that the declaration 
of the new unions and electoral divisions throughout the entire of the district 
west of the river Shannon, comprising the county of Clare, and nearly the entire 
province of Connaught, should be simultaneously effected in sufficient time to 
enable hoards of guardians for the new unions to he elected within the period 
prescribed by the 20th sec. of 1 & 2 Viet. cap. 56. 

The Commissioners have accordingly prepared Orders, which will take effect 
on Saturday next, the 23rd instant, for the declaration of the new unions of 
Tulla, Kildysart, Ballyvaugli, Coro fin, Portumna, Glenamadda, Mount Bellew, 
Claremorris, Strokestown, and Tubbercurry, and for the re-arrangement of the 
electoral divisions in the old unions of Ennis, Kilrush, Ennistymon, Scariff, 
Loughrea, Gort, Galway, Ballinrobe, Tuam, Ballinasloe, Roscommon, Castlerea, 
Swineford, Sligo, and Boyle. 

Within the area affected by these changes are situated the proposed new unions 
of Cussane and Riverstown, with respect to which the Commissioners have 
decided on postponing, at least for the present, to carry out the recommendations 
of the Boundary Commissioners, believing that no urgent necessity for the 
creation of a new union exists in those districts, and being aware of the existence 
of a considerable amount of. opposition on the part of persons interested in the 
localities. 

The Commissioners trust that they will iu a short time he enabled to declare 
the new boundaries throughout a considerable area, comprising the counties of 
Cork, Kerry, and Limerick ; and they will be prepared to proceed, as fast as 
circumstances will permit, in carrying out the further recommendations of the 
Boundary Commissioners, endeavouring as far as possible to effect the alterations 
in’ such a manner that they may come into force throughout a considerable district 
at the same period. 

The Commissioners are not disposed to think that, under existing circumstances, 
it will be found necessary to form all the new unions, amounting to fifty in 
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number, which have been proposed in the First Report of the Boundary Com- 
missioners. 

A reduction in the size of unions, and the consequeut erection of new work- 
houses, are peculiarly desirable in the western districts of Ireland, but it may not 
be found necessary to make these alterations in other parts of the country to the 
entire extent proposed in the Boundary Reports. 

The Commissioners will feel it their duty to attend to any considerations which 
may present themselves as to the propriety of forming or not forming unions, 
which were proposed under circumstances somewhat different from those which 
now exist in Ireland. 

Upon this point the Commissioners are desirous of exercising the discretion 
which the law has given them, in accordance with the views of Her Majesty’s 
Government, and in conformity with any instruction which Sir George Grey 
may deem it proper to communicate to them on the subject. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

W. STANLEY, Secretary. 
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